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Ford Files Resolution To Build Selective Enrollment 

High School for Chicago’s West Side 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Today, State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford, D-Chicago, has filed legislation urging 

Governor Quinn and Mayor Emanuel to build a new Chicago Public Schools selective enrollment high school to 

serve families on the West Side of Chicago. 

 

“Our state Constitution holds as a fundamental goal for all of the people of our state ‘the 

educational development of all persons to the limits of their capacities’,” said Ford.  “Article X states further 

that ‘the State shall provide for an efficient system of high quality public educational institutions and services. 

Education in public schools through the secondary level shall be free.’  For far too long, our families living in 

the communities on the West Side of Chicago have not had similar opportunities for the education of their 

children.  It is great that plans are being made to build another selective enrollment high school on the North 

Side named for President Barack Obama, but in this week when we honor the 60
th
 anniversary of Brown v. 

Board of Education, it is our generation’s task to do all we can to build a new comprehensive selective 

enrollment high school named West Side Unity High School to bring equal educational opportunities to our 

West Side communities of Austin, North Lawndale and East and West Garfield Park.” 

 

Ford’s House Resolution HR 1121 

(http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1121&GAID=12&GA=98&DocTypeID=HR&LegID=

82308&SessionID=85) proposes that the new high school be built on existing Chicago Public Schools property 

at Madison Avenue and Central Avenue, at the site of the recently closed Emmet Elementary School.  Recently, 

CPS has asked for input for the use of recently closed buildings, including Emmet 

(http://schoolreports.cps.edu/schoolrepurposing/Emmet.pdf). “This is a great location for the new school, easily 

accessible to West Side students by public transportation on buses and the Green and Blue lines,” said Ford.  “It 

is also just blocks away from Rockne Stadium, where CPS plans to invest $700,000 in capital upgrades in the 

2015 budget.  This project would remove the eyesore of a boarded up old school, and serve to continue the 

revitalization of Madison Avenue to which the Mayor is committed. Tax increment financing (TIF) money is 

available for this project, and we can save millions in costs by using the same blueprint as that being planned for 

the new Barack Obama College Prep High School.” 

 

The previous Austin High School, which was previously one of the premier high schools in the city of Chicago, 

closed in 2007 after years of poor performance.  Currently three small specialty high schools occupy the old 

Austin High School building.  “Thousands of high school students in our West Side communities still must 

leave their neighborhoods to go to school because of a lack of seats,” said Ford.  “It is important for tax-paying 

families on Chicago’s West Side to have access to a high quality high school where they feel welcome to be 

self-motivated to do their best.” 
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“People voted for me not only to provide for their social service needs, but also to fight to help families improve 

their quality of life so they are no longer dependent on government assistance,” said Ford.  “A quality education 

is the only true hope to create an independent person.  I met with Governor Quinn and delivered my request for 

a $60 million appropriation bill for the high school.  I will move forward during the final days of budget talks to 

have a budget that is fair and delivers for the Eighth District.” 

 

“The state of Illinois sends billions of dollars of tax-payers’ money to the city of Chicago for educational 

programming and capital projects,” said Ford.  “The money to build a new high school for the West Side is 

there.  It is up to the governor and the mayor of Chicago to have the will to want to help deliver for the West 

Side.  I urge Governor Quinn, who is a resident of the Austin community, to work with Mayor Emanuel to bring 

a new high school to the families on the West Side of Chicago.” 

 

For more information, contact one of Ford’s constituent service offices: 4800 W. Chicago Avenue in Chicago at 

773-378-5902 or in the Stratton Office Building in Springfield at 217-782-5962, or visit www.lashawnford.com. 
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